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Passion and Joy: KGTV's Lee Ann Kim
and the San Diego Asian Film Festival

by Kat Avila
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What makes San Diego'sfestival not just "another Asian film
festival"?

First of al, the vacdion-like amosphere of San Diego. More
importantly, we aeincredibly artist friendy. We're al about
supporting and edifying and encouraging ou Asian American and
Asian artiststo kegy doing what they're doing.

We're also a competitive festival.
Filmmakers who enter their films are
eligible to win an award for that particular
caegory. The caegories we have are short
documentary, feaure documentary,
experimental, animation, dramatic narrative
short, dramatic narrative feature, and we
have agrand jury award. Most of the other v Z
festivals do rot have that becausethe Asian o | 7
American festival community is very tight.
Everybody's friends with ead ather, so we

try to make it asfair as possble.

mos@uito

We're the only Asian American festival that
considers animation as its own caegory. Because we added
animation last year, alot of festivals are ammingto our festival to
reauit animation artists. We go specificadly to certain schodls -
CaliforniaInstitute of the Artsin Vaencia, California, and
Vancouver Film School in Canada. They have these animation
programs - traditional animation, 2-D animation, claymation,
StopMation, and the ever popular 3-D computer-generated
animation.

Going badk to artist friendly, how do you promote that?
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These filmmakers will take out 10 credit cards, sell everything they
own, then they have to go against the grain of their parentsto
become an artist, and then they put together these films with
absolutely no guaranteethat anyone's ever going to seethem,
especialy these shorts. By the time they come here, we want to
make sure that they're taken care of, so we hire aguest services
coordinator who takes care of them from start to finish. We can't
afford to put them all up, but certainly from the moment they come
in they get aniceVIP bag, we have aVIP room that's open at the
hotel 24/7, freedrinks, freefood, a placefor them to hang. We
make it a point to have aschmooze luncheon where the filmmakers
can get together with industry folks. One of our goasis by the time
these filmmakers leave that they fed like they were pampered and
cdebrated.

Tell me dout your arts badkground as it does influence your vision
for the festival.

Like every Korean | played piano for 15 yeas. During high schodl,
| redly got into breg dancing. In my freshman year in high school,
| tried out for the talent show. | wrote afive-minute rap, and | had
this scratch-mix DJ. It was at this predominantly white high school
in the suburbs of Chicago, lllinois. We didn't makeit. | looked at
the list and there wasn't a single non-white person anthelist. So |
went up to the lady - she was an ading teacher who was the judge
for this- and | was very disrespedful because | was % angry. "Y ou
radst bitch! All you have ae white people on thislist! | pradiced
16 haursfor that rap, and | can't believe you ddnt...!" And| started

crying.

In the middle of this rant sesson, thisteader - he was the speet
tean leader - came up to me and said, excuse me, maam. | thought
he was going to chew me out. He continued, "When you're done
with this, could | talk to you about joining the speech team?* So |
joined the speech team. In my senior year in high school, | won
first placein the State of Illinois for humorous interpretation for
Israel Horovitz's "The Primary English Class" where | played
seven dfferent characters, all of whom spoke diff erent languages.

In college | told my parents | was a businessmajor, but | actually
enrolled in theare. At Northern Illi nois University, | was the only
Asian in the thedre department. One day this teacher came up to
me and said, we have the perfed role for you. The play was Emily
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Mann's "Execution of Justice," which was about the life and deah

of Harvey Milk, the first outwardly gay eleded dfficial in the Woo Yee Ming
country, who was shot and kill ed by fellow Board of Supervisor Q&A, He said,
Dan White. The audition was for Joanna Lu, the Chinese TV She said, but
reporter from San Francisco. When | was doing the role, everybody Mama said
was [ying, "You are so perfed - you sound andlook just like Oh. Canada--A

Connie Chung." Of course, | look nothing like Connie Chung. And ~ New

| thought I'm never going to get anywhere in thedre. Immigrants
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Whois SDAFF's target audience? VACATIONS.

We'retrying to read ou to the 18-35 age group, because the older

generation is arealy set in their ways. We still have timeto
educae and foster discusgon with these kids. What does being
Asian American mean? A lot of these kids have never had an
opportunity or avenue or a stage to be able to express share, and
hear what other people think about it. That's why our film festival
Is so incredibly important.

How much time do you put into the festival?

Thefestival is completely run by wolunteas. | work 40 hours a
week outside of my job, so | do this 24/7. For the next month
before the festival, I'm probably going to be sleging four hours a
day, but I'm not tired, because | am completely living off the
pasgonand joy of putting this together. The others who are
involved with thisfestival are the exad same way.

From afemale perspeaive, | look at ead yea asgiving birthto a
new baby. Right now I'm in that sixth to seventh month. I've just

come back from the ultrasound, and | can seethe face and | can see

the hands and | can seethe feet. It'sredly beautiful because I'm
very excited to finally give birth again.

For more information about the festival, please seethe San Diego
Asian Film Foundation's web site & http://www.sdaff.org/.
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Kat Avila (buscandocalifornia@yahoo.com) regularly writes on
issues affecting the Asian American and U.S. Latino
communities. She maintains a web site on Chicano and Asian
American theatre at
http://www.geocities.com/buscandocalifornia/.

We would like to hear from you! If you have any comments or
questions, please send an e-mail to: writeus@jademagazine.com or click

here Write Us!

Reproduction of material from any jademagazine.com pages without
written permission from the author is strictly prohibited. (c)2002
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