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Who killed Kenneth Chiu?

Rac l Sl in

By Eat Kaneko A
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county,California
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I didnt want to write this article. | didnt want youto find ou | had already forgotten
abou Kenneth Chiu the day after | read he had been stabbed to deah by aracist deaf-
mute neighba. There were plenty of reasons NOT to forget him. Firstly, it wasthe
bizarre details. (How many deaf-mute murderers have you heard of?) Secondy, the
incident happened orly 15 minutes away from where | live and work; and thirdly, the
murder victim has the same first name as my younger brother.

It could have happened to me or you a someone
close to us because you krow how we all look
alike. (Ha, ha. Thisiswhere you're suppased to
laughin the movie.) Maybe | wanted to block out
the horror of what had happened and haw this hate
crime made me recdl some of my own bitter
experiences with prejudicein Orange Courty.

It reminded
me of what my
family went
through years

ago ...

Kenneth Chiu would have become ancther dust-
covered foatnaote in the garage of my mind, except that afriend o Kenneth's cousin
Billy Chen posted Billy's grief-filled message abou Kenneth's deah onthe Internet.

The facts abou the murder are asfollows: Seventeen-yea-old Kenneth Chiu was
attacked when he returned hane aroundmidnight after droppng df hisgirlfriend
following dnner at the Chiu residence. Kenneth ded an hour later from his knife
wounds at abou 1:15am. onthe morning of July 3Gth thisyear. He was kill ed by hs
next-doa neighba 20-yea-old Christopher Charles Hearn. Hearn is ded and mute; he
was described in anews report as "dangerous and ou of control" by aformer long
time next-doa neighba. First-degree murder charges were filed with speaal
circumstances of lying in wait and killi ng because of ethnicity.

In the decade they have lived in their Lagura Hills neighbahood,the Taiwan-born
parents of Kenneth Chiu experienced incidences of racialy based harassment and
vandalism, nore of which were reported to the police.

It reminded me of what my family went through years ago in nearby Santa Ana when
rocks and tomatoes were thrown at our house, radally offensive stickers pasted on our
garage, and aur garden hase cut in half because my mother is Jpanese. We didnt
know any better either to report the acts to the pdice

The Orange Courty Human Relations Commisson states only eight of the 122
documented hate aimesin 2000victimized Asian Americans. But | believe many
Asian Americans do nd report hate crimes, especialy recent immigrants, of which
there is a substantial portionin Orange Courty from Vietnam, Koreg and Taiwan.
This underreporting may occur for reasons related to culture, level of English-language
skill s, and lack of knowledge.

Besides the unwitting coverup d hate
crimes throughsil ence, the strong streak
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of ultraconservatism that runs through

Orange Courty politi cs contributes to an environment where hate rhetoric and violence
against popuations of non-European arigin can flourish. Some in-my-badkyard
examples of this ultraconservatism against Asian Americans are State Assemblyman
Gil Ferguson's (R - Newport Beach) 1990resolution contending radsm had nahingto Wewould liketo hear
do with the forced evacuation and internment of Japanese American families during from you!

World War Il (some stupid people still can't tell the difference between soldiers of the
Imperial Japanese Army and ordinary U.S. citizens) and U.S. Representative

Birnbaum)

If you have aty comments
or questions, please send ar

Christopher Cox's (R - Newport Bead) infamous report (as chairman of the Select e-mail to:
Committee on U.S. National Security and Military/Commercia concerns) that writeus@jademagazne.cor
reinforced doults abou the loyalty of Chinese Americans, thereby justifying the or Write Usl!

illegal cruel imprisonment of scientist Wen Ho Lee.
A Message from JADE

News and entertainment media ae suppating dayersto local hate rhetoric as well.
After reinforcing sentiments that Asian Americans can't be trusted throughtheir

coverage of the Wen Ho Lee @ase, television and rewspapers used the American spy Subscribe to JADE
plane scandal to creae aflag-waving retionalistic fervor built onarevived xenophohc Magazine On-line! It's
hatred of the Chinese and, throughcorflation, all Asiansand Asian Americans. Freel

Then Disney, whose theme park fireworks can be seen nightly from my mother's e-mall:

house, released PEARL HARBOR, amovie whaose bill board advertising was as |
inflammatory as the Orange County-based California Coalitionfor Immigration

Reform's "Welcome to California- The Illegal Immigration State” bill board. Those Submit
warplanes weren't flying over any Hawaii | know (my father was stationed at Pearl

Harbar); they were threatening white midde-classAmerica. In the movie itself, you
would have been hard-pressed to have found any Asian American or Padfic Islander [x] Goi tclg here to
facesin anisland ration that suppated an indigenous Hawaii an monarchy orly 50 Waw. cdnow. com
yeas ealier before it was overthrown with U.S. suppat. What you foundin the

Disney movie was the framing o a new set of racial tensions - European Americans

and African Americans united against Asians, thoughAsian Americansdied in

friendy fire & Peal Harbor and served heroically for the U.S. in the Padfic and

Europe. The movie also ended with the diched ndion d "payback,” which is at the

root of many hate crimes against Asian Americans (you hea different rantings

depending onwhether you're perceived as Jpanese, Korean, a Vietnamese).

Racist attitudesin Orange Courty run ceep, partly alegacy of the anti-Asian history on
the west coast of the United States. They are so ingrained that it prompted a dose Irish
American friend d mine to innccently ask, "Can youtrust them?" after | told her abou
the large number of Asian engineers that worked at my company. That doesn't mean
these dtitudes can't be dhanged, bu it will take more voices gpeaking upto challenge
them.

Bill y Chen's message on the Internet for his cousin ended with, "I want to knov where
specifically he [Hearn] cultivated that word [racial slur foundcarved onKenneth's
father's car] andthat hate and anger, and I, again and again, want visibility for asian
americang/padfic isanders and hete violence." It means we can't forget hate crime
victims auch as Kenneth Chiu, a ThungPhetakoune (murdered this July in New
Hampshire), or Thien Minh Ly (murdered January 1996in Orange Courty), or
Vincent Chin (whose murderers were acquitted and rever spent aday injail, bu
whose death urited Asian American activists acrossthe courtry). We do what we can
to promote our communities $ we dont become contributors through ouw apathy and
passvity to the unacceptable status quo.
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