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The TERAZ (Teatzos
Naciomales de Astlan) XVI
Intesrsational Theatre Festival
was Mosted by the Gusdalupe
Cultural Arts Centor in San
Antezic, Texas, Sov. 10-15,
1962. The festival waa the
sost recent An & Line of
Chicanc/Latine theatze
fostivals dating back o
spring 1970, In the ‘708, the
festivals were beld ssmually:
sow they are biemnisl. parily
bocasuse of the sost smd
logistics of putting cbe
Logether. AL cos tioe, o
mapy &8 70 teatzos partici-
pated, and in 1878, the
featival was spread scraes
aeversl cities in a counter~
propasatyds affort against the
Blosstenmnial

In 1078, a group called
Women in Teatzo formed Lo mote
eftectively address Latine
teatrista issues and needs.
Their sctivities (nfilusnced
TENAL to include & women's
reminar at its 10th featival
(1979) and women's groups ot
tta 1lith festival (i881).

So A\t was symbolically
significeant that the 18th
TENAZ festival openod with 2
play by « Chlomns lesblan that
was dizected by & Latina.
Though some traditional ways
of leoking die bard (compare
the festival's scaewbat Ol4
World Mona Lupe poster by
Cosar A, Martices Lo Yolanda
M. ioper's liberatins "Ous
Lady of Goadalupe” paintings).
the featival's conscious
inclusion of wosk by Chicasas
and Latioes recognizes Lhet
there cam be na progoess for »
pecpie as a whole so long as
Lhars Temaines Sppressicn Lrom
withie,

Checrie Moraga's Hroma
and Saluss was dlrected by
Susapa Tabert snd performed by
Lus Actores de San Antonlo,
the Guadalepe’s zesident
theatze cospany, who Rad been
performing fargen there for
the Llast thrws weaks (Oct, 23~
Sow. 7)., The play's start was
delsred by o half hour as
everyons, incleding ihe
playwright hacaslf, waited for
world- famous Foctque
Buenaventera's troupe Lo
srzive from the asirport for
the play

#hen the theater fimally
want dark, Los Actores tushed
the stage with their
flaablights, then scatterced
Into the wings. Lighta
sradually came wp on the
besutiful, inteliligent
Cormaibha Marians Vasguez), »
sere Sead propped on & mobile
iectern, (The characteas’s body
bad pever developed bhesause of
pesticide goiscning. ) In a
prisom of & houss, swesst
flalds of deformed grape vines
twinted into sach othas,
Coresita’s soxusl feelings are
awakened by the town priest
and she finds patpose to hes
Life an & community Activist,

Video monitors positiomed
i beth sides of the stage
pariocdically vams on Susing
the play to run footage of
ceop dunters drepping theis
deadly rain, Dering soe
sepmant, A news video canm
recorded tha nctors Live wa
their characters protested
borriblie living and working
condisions . Bisultanecusly.
the images plaved on the
moniters. The protesters
poraded up and down the
theater aislos hamding out
Cliees for Lorens Pazii‘e
videc Ihe srath of Uzsoes. =
dooumentary about a
Califoxnis tows whose ohildsen
paid the price,

The following oight,
Weds., Bav. 11, Raquel Halinas
porfommod Epat Your Owg,
parsonal exploration of Lmages
of the Chicapa/latine ss
activist, She was followed by
L1“yeaz-old Jose Manuel
Galvan, Jz. . who did »
baartfelt nonologue about =
ubhiid w perspective of the loe
Angeles Riota/Rebellicn: "It
wan Jake = day of festivity,
Evarything was free, . .. [Bet)
wow that I thick of 4L, the
whols thing wasn't & aream.

It wes o nighteare.” (Jose's
father is director of Testro
Vive ia Baldwin Park, CA, The
Bonologus comes Lyom &
children's workshcp after the
riots. )

X1 Centzo Su Tealro did
double duty at ibe festival
Qquickly €illing in that night
for Gerupo Celtural Zero, ooe
of whose amibers was datalined
1o Mexico. Yo Teatro
dalivered & nostalgic
eollectlion of actos (complets
with susical socampanisent)
titled Inize to Chicse

I ue vive La
Raza® [Que viva La Causa!
WGuw wive La Hueigat” Their
dirsctar, Anthowy J. Gearcie
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shaced with the sudience
sfterwaxds that ke hes only
told ki ticupe at Lhiwe
o'clock thet afternoom that
they were doina soother show
On Thurs., Now. 12, the
wiswally lspressive and well-

¥nrigue Buesaventura‘s Cronica
was the winner of TERAZ's
leternatiossl Quincentennial
Flaywrighting Competition
(worth 05,000 and » world
promiera st the festival:
Josefina logpes's Unsonouesed

Cali, Enrigue’'s interne-
tiopally known Lreupe, was
directed by Jagueline Vidal in
this all-Spaniah work, Tu was
an historical drena of two
shipvrecked Spanish soldiers
who survive anongst Lhe Mays
When congelstador Hervan
Cortes lands on their shores,
e seldies chooses Lo stay
with the Meya with whom he bas
started » Tamlly and be asks
the othay seldies 0 say that
be bas died. Io the end, he
L8 betcayed and the villagess
are sassacred,

Grupo Cultusal Taro was
tinally able to e thelr all-
Opanish

oo Fri.,
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MNov, 13, before El Centeo Su
Teatro's scheduled production,

SAnes.  With mashs and
costunes ready Lo use on
stags, Grupo actors deliveared
& fascinating cizcus-litke akow
£iiled with susic.. . fom, ..
dance | uelor. .. snd historical
wducetion for Letinos,
reoinding cme of a scbecing
Sesane Btreer for adults. The
prodaction was directed by
Eduarge Lopes Msztines, who
wag assioted by Bacrme Zarste
Favila.

Ludlow. whish Anthony J
Uarcia weote and directed,
focused vm a regiooal parcel
of Colurads history
focusent lng the Eilling of
MexiIan man, Woten, and
ehiidran by Lhe state miiltis
dursmg s 1814 coalfjels
strika, The central character
Batlin (Debza Oallegon) comes
10 & sreatec apprecisticn of
bat bheritage when she finds
bor grandsother’s diary. whish
zocalls the coalfield strike
and ita besoes from firathand
axperience. As Dmilias reads
aloud from the diary, scenes
from it come Alive oo stare

Set., Wov. 34, SBalinds
Acosta did her ote-wosas show
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Lant. = refzeahing portrayal
of nimas and suleres with
shutgpeh, Among Belinda's
senorabile charsciers were an
eld "lady” who liked Lo scare
cbooxious iittle kids with hex
catarect, and A bright littls
airl who bed o deal with a
racist Bully yelling im her
tace, “You sln't »o grest,
Alenc killez! ALl you pecple
are Alamo killers'™™ It was @
deligbitul show in apite of
ber occasional thocet-
clearing, and & visibly
touched Belinda thanked the
ssdiwsce for their standing
ovation. What was sspecially
significant about the
prosestation was that “it
brought folks beck to the
wnapoken Losue~~thet ihe
female volce is mot just a
replication of the mals voice
It has 13s own story aa< ils
own way of telling that
story,.” a8 Selinds pemmnad
jater sbout the Machisse
eritica (Critices were
schedule) for all TENAZ
performances!}.

Unav, of Calif, profenses
and Chicano theatre sxpert
Jorge Buerta next introduced
the 2i-year-old Teatro de La
Zsperanza, of which be was o
founding mesber =nd iis
ociginal director. The Lroupe
did a highly stylized, gender-
bender version of Roy Coobor's
cat-and-wouse DESCinA with the
Hianisk. directed by Roberts
Gutisrces Vares, = graduates of
this country's first and caly
Sispanic theatre MFA proaras
(now defunet). BStrong cesting
choices pade the production &
ploasuze Lo watch.

In Xepecanza's Qagcios. »
mannish-locking, chain
sigasette-smoking Ninc (Chare
Toledo) is Dired to fisd »
stolen child. Sbe thes
bocomes ermeshed in & complex,
ducgerous relationship belwesn
2 suave, mYILerious man
(Eduardo Robisdo) and “Lan
Mujeres de Sangre.” wosen who
have sach suffered a loss to
Central American death squads

The TENAZ festival
goncloded, Sun., Now. 15, One
of the two final productions
was Tezry Tafoys Earp's
alternatively husorous and
dramatic Leuye's Hcuss.
directad by Jose Guadelupe
Sauceds and perfomed by
Teatzo del Valle, with
chorsography by Wichel Cote
faka Miohels Cobalive) The
prodection spotlighted
children’s acticg. but cemtral
Lo the play was an endearing

nana Leura (Fito Lema) whoose
stories came alive in hes
three grandchildres's
imaginetions and oo stage.

The sincerity and snergy of
the childres actors together
with the show's content helped
ome to overlook the ewkwazd
staging, and the show melted
nore than one eritic’'s beart.
A partisularly criticel
eslderly couple whe had been
sttonding the TENAZ festival
poclormances loved the sbow
el could Tind nothing bed e
say. During the iatersisaion
and after the ahow, pecple
could be swen debibing at their
syes s they remesbered thelir
ovm grandmotbess .

A promising sssond
generation of testristas and
artists was represented by
Michel Cote's deughter,
Batalia, and larce Guarrero's
som, Ouetzel, in LauEa’s
Souss. Netalia auly playsd
ooe of the grandehsldrem and
wan the ahow's cala and
compelent narrator. The
malti-talented Quetzal mot
only scted in the show as obe
of the goblins, but he also
played violin and sang solo.
Sepefully, these childsen will
contioue $0 find opportumities
1o develop thelr craft, as
well s the shildren whe
served ss pees critios during
the critica

Tezry's play was followse
by Chicano Secret Service's
Masurs ke Sucs. (This show
was also performed Lo Austin,
Fzi., Bov, 13.) Ricarde
Salines frow Culturs Clash
istroduced the group. Eduards
*Lalo” Lopetr started the show
by sorewling “TENAZ Y QUX" o=
4 blask screen bebind his,
then the group procesded Lo
Launch inte Lta wsual
irreverent, wildly bumczous
shtick  Thomas Cezvasco did
his tradecark Fride Xahlus,
Thelir strong showing at the
teatival, pumped up eepecially
by Ellas Sermas' perfommance,
caflecsted an eperging
professtonal aosthetic, which
may GOt see= sigaificent,
sxcept that Chicenc Secret
Sezvice has taken sresl pride
in the past in ot being
profeasional acters.

As Lalo sald during the
critica, they are getting moliw
srtful about how aessages are

hooswork, checking out “the
scens” where they are golpg Lo
perfomm and looking et area
oewapapers An Lhe sane sacmer

oy Culture Clask. Llong-ter:
soals for Chicano Secret
Service inclode doing fils.

Ino sdditics to the
featival performances and
criticas, these were also
wockshops and foruss. In
segolng worksbops, Mazcos
Martines tought the Supoki
wethod of actor Lraining.
Fauline Szhagun did sesh aod
oovement, Dolores Frida
focuaed on charsater
develogment for playwrizhts,
and Gratinle Perdomo-Gealven
did vreative dranatics fos
children.

Judith Rivera, associste
dizector of Teatre Fregooes,
gave an excellsnt two-hoar
workahop on sudlience
devnlogment., Ehe talked sbout
bringing it cetside artists,
siving sroup discounts,
building reletionsbips with
local mchools, having »
mamborship progsem. and
promoting com's thestre &3 the
gocd news 16 & commenity.

Sosan Tubezt, dizecter of
the festival's Herges ond
Balnks production, alsc gave &
worxsnop on dicecting, A abow
1s about the director's tsuth,
sbhe opiesd, adding how
tmportant At was %o discover »
stzong bearibeat in a pley
that speaks to ome's aaif

Mamy otbe: pecple, far oo
sany to came individually
bhere, contributed o tLbe
scccess of TENAZ XVI. Tmias
writer would like 10 thask all
the peopies who greciously
rontribated thelr time snd
resources Lo halp document the
testival, sspecially festival
tocrdinator Jorge Pina, the
very obilgiog Guadelupe
Coltural Asts staff, and Jie
eodiola, who despite being
overworted with festival
details offerad to drive me %o
workshbop locsticas. Without
Jim, masny of the photogzaphs
o these pages would oot have
exinbed.

A vezy specisl thenk you
gows Lo the people who gave
their consent to be
intarviewed: Culture Clasb's
Ricardo Selimas (13/12).
setress/soholar/columnist
Belinda Acosta (117143,
sctress Ruby Nelds Pezes
(AL/04), pleywsight Terry
Tafoye Baxp (11/13),
pecformance artist Severly
Senchen-Fadille (30/15), famed
mask-paker Zarco Goerceso
114/15), and satzess Peuline
Sebagun (11/15), The sext
Ewacande Califoxmia will
feature Lheir Lntecviews
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EL TEATRD CaMPESING = LA RATA &7
MECHA = TRESKO CITy COLLES
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NATIONAL CHI
TEATRO FEST!

frofessor Judith A. Weiss (3xd
fzom L.) sod her Bispenic ]
drame class from Mo, Alllscs
Unsv., New Brunswick, Canaca
ey ratsed 3090 Ao two wesks
for thalr TENAZ wrip

. Seselina Luges (L.)
ARgs editer Kat Avila
* & bresk Joselina's
ARG RRALALS parmered
able mextiom iz the
aywzighting

aees (pote by

Acosata)

A MAY 8-10,19
| -}rassno, CALIFO!

Pecfarmancon s Workih
by 12 Teatros o Arth

ACTOS « Mnt=-

tia c‘eu

Sat Xous wn An sebeassal--
Kaguel Jalines =s the Virgin
Mazy liatens incredulously as
nen pray for and describe

thelis Ldeal woden

»

&L Centro eatso hastily
sebearses JRizo 32 Chicamo
Batorxs 101 Se £433 in fes

OGrupe Cultural Zero, obe of
whoss oeobers was stuck In
Magico

B ie Meosiola
TENAZ asst.

coord

Ric Salinas of Culture Clash
Culturs Clash participated in
TERAL XIV in San Antesio

Bl Texzan, in 1060

ip ieader Judith Mivera
jopes shaswas with

s how 10 bulid an
1L

ooed. JO58e
prof Mar \né
Ouiiveros




Director Jagueline Vidal (Zar R.) and
wife of Barigue Dusnaventuss guides
her sroup aw they rehearsse CLopica.

A standing ovation for Kl Centit Su Testro’s
performance of Anthomy J Garcie’s laglow

Paulina Sshegen (L tnstructs a2

stadent in bwr Mask and Movement
woreshop



