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/ GENERAL NOTES

1) English words and English loan words are
pronounced a little differently from each other.

2) The U.S.-[ | | touches the gum ridge longer than
the J-flapped [ ¢ ].

3) The U.S.-[ r | does not touch anywhere in the
mouth like the J-flapped [ r ] does. If your tongue
touches, the sound then becomes a U.S.-[ | ].

4) Consonant blends are often split in Japanese by
extra vowels. For example, U.S.-[ bra] =2 J-[ bu-ra ].

5) Japanese has a raised pitch accent, while stress in
English includes increased pitch, vowel lengthening,
ind loudness.
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Listen and repeat!
‘Follow your ear, not your eye.
*Bloch & Jorden, 1945

LETTER  ENGLISH  ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
Aa ei
Bb bi: [b] ba'nana 'banana [e]=2[a]
/ ba-'n&e-na /
brakes bu'reki [ brez] =2 [ bure: ]
plural "s" > @

'burashi [brA] = [ bura]

I ?‘{’J B l il \¢
‘4‘ high high high 1%
‘ front center back
A

r' n ;q;/
Iow Iow low back ’
front center




LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION
NAME SOUND
Cc Si: [k]  can kan
" '‘candy 'kyandé
[k, g] / 'keen-di: /
) " 'coffee ko'ht
/ 'ka-fi: /
"’ cup 'kappu
(for drinks)
[s] cent 'sento
! 'cereal 'shiriaru
/ 'sir-i:-al /
! ‘cinnamon 'shinamon
/ 's1-na-man /
! ‘cycle 'saikuru
/Tsar-kal /

ERROR

[kae] 2 [ka]

[kee ] 2> / kya/
[i:]=2>[e:]

[ka] =2 [ko]
[f1>/h/

[kA]> [Kka]

[s1] =2 /shi/

[s1] =2 /shi/

(continued on next page)
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LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND

Cc Si: (continued from previous page)

(1) /ch/ check (bill) 'chekku

- [oh, d5] j 2) [k] 'chaos konton
-= / 'ke1-as /

3) /sh/ cham'pagne shan'pen

(words of French / shaem-'pein /

origin)
" '‘chauffeur 'utenshu
/ 'shov-far /
! chef shefu
[ kr] 'cracker ku'rakka [ kree | =2 [ kura ]
/ 'krae-kar /
" 'credit ku'rejitto [ kre ] 2 [ kure ]
/ 'kre-dat /
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LETTER E:IIZI;/IITEH I;TJC:JLI:IS; ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
Dd di: [d] dance 'dansu [e] 2 [a]
/jr/ ‘'drama /'jrama/ ‘'dorama /jra/ > [dora]
" dream yu'me
" dress 'doresu /jre /=2 [ dore ]
! drink no'mimono
" drive do'raibu /jrat / = [ dorai ]
[vI=>[bu]
" drum '‘doramu /jrA/ = [ dora ]
! dry kawa'kasu

' e IPA[d3]1=/j/asin "jump"
® USA-[ r ] does not touch.



LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
Ee i
Ff ef [f] fan 'fan Japanese speakers often use
(enthusiast) a whistle-like /h/ or [ ¢ ] for
0 fi ok USA-[ f ], especially when the
[fv] line yoku letter "f" is followed by [ u].
! fish sakana
USA-[ f ] uses the upper front
" food tabe'mono teeth and the back of the
N ~ lower lip.
" Fuji Fuji
[v]is[f], butstrong and
with tone.
[f] 'breakfast '‘asagohan
/ 'brek-fast /
[f] off kara hana'rete
[v] of no [v]=>[f]
[fr]  fresh fu'resshu [fre ] 2 [ hure ]
" friend fu'rendo [fre ] 2 [ hure ]
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LETTER  ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
Gg ji: [g]  gas ‘gasu [ge] > [ga]
! golf 'gorufu
; gum ‘gamu [gn] > [ga]
D[g]  get uketoru
@/j/  gem hoseki
Wlel gift 'g_if(u)to
@1/ij/ E_iant jaianto, kyojin
/ 'jar-ent / T
@ @ night
2)[f] tough
IPA ['dél] =//’"/ @ [g] ghost
as in "jump —

\ \




LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
H h eich [h] ham 'hamu
" hood 'fado [ h]1-> whistle-like /h /, @
(head covering)
1) honest sho'jiki na
" hour jikan
i ai: IPA[d3]=/]/
as in "jump"
Jj jei /il  juice 'jas(u)
. jelly 'zer [i/21[z]
- long [1] =2 short [ r]
K k kei [k]  key 'ki, ka'gi
[n]  knife 'naifu [(f1=>/h/,[d]




LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR

NAME SOUND 7
LI el [1] lamp fanpu Japanese speakers use a
n 'less 'vori s(u)ku'nai flapped /r/or[c] for[l].
- The tongue tap is too short.
[ 1] vefore vowei " 1ight 'L‘aito So, glue your tongue to the
> _ ) gum ridge.
! line 'rain
! lunch 'ranchi long [ 1] =2 short [ r]
[Al=>[a]
[1] 'calendar ka'renda long [|] = short [ r]
/ 'kae-lan-dar /
" 'nylon / 'nai-lan/ 'nairon long [|] = short [ r]
[1] ball boru [®1] =2 [ru]
" style s(u)'tairu [?1] 2 [ru]
" 'table téburu [b31] =2 [ buru ]
/ 'ter-bal /
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LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH

ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
Mm em [m] 'memo 'memo [ov]>[o0]
/ 'me-mou /
N n en [n] nuts 'nattsu [Al2[a]
[s1>[sul]
/ng/ ‘talking hana'shi
/ 'tak-ing /
/ny/ menu 'menyl

/'men-yu /




LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR

NAME SOUND
Oo ou
Pp pi: [p] pie
[f] 'photo

/ 'fou-tov /

Qq kyu [kw] 'quiet
/ 'kwar-at /

[fv]
-




LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
Rr ar [r] 'radio /'rer-di:- ou / 'rajio
e J-/r/or]r] touches.
" right migi no e USA-[ r] does not touch.
! ring 'ringu
! route 'rato
/rut/or/raot/
! 'marry /'mer-i: / kekkon suru
/ar/ her 'kanojo no
For / ar /, your lips look like
! ‘concert /'kan-sart/ 'konsato you're making [u ], but are
-~ L more relaxed.
" " 'hamburger han'baga .
/ 'ha&m- bar-gar /
bar ba [®r ]is like / ar /, but
. weak and blended.
door doa
fork 'foku [ fov®r] 2 / ho:/
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LETTER  ENGLISH  ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
Ss es [s] sound o'to
! scene shin
! science 'kagaku
/ 'sar-ans /
[Z] is imasu, '‘arimasu
[sk] scare odosu
" schedule s(u)'kejaru [21] =2 [ru]
/ 'ske-judl /
! school gakko
[st] steak s(u)'teki

(continued on next page)
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LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
Ss es (continued from previous page)
/zh/ 'usual 'itsu-mo no
/sh/  sham'poo 'shanp
/shan/ 'mission misshon /a/—=>/o/
/ 'mi-shan /
_ /shar/ 'pressure pu'ressha Jar/ > /a:/
[zh]is[ _sh ], but / ‘pre-shar /
strong with tone.
i\ [zhan] ‘'vision shikaku
/ 'vi-zhan /
/chan/ 'mansion 'manshon /a/—=>/o/
or (large castle-like (condo)
/ shan / residence)
/ 'man-chan /
" 'tension kincho
/ 'ten-chan /
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LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND

Tt ti: [t] 'ticket /'tr-ket / chi'ketto [t1] =2 /chi/

to'mato

/ ta-'mei-toov / or / ta-'ma-toov /

[t"]  water /'wa-thor/

(1) /th/ thin
" bam (noun)

cloth (noun)

@ /TH/ this
strong
! bathe (verb) (o)fu'ro ni 'hairu
! clothe (verb) fu'ku o kiseru
! 'clothing (noun) fu'ku

/ 'klos-THing /

THor @ clothes (noun) fu'ku

(continued on next page)



LETTER  ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR

NAME SOUND
Tt ti: (continued from previous page)
/char/  'picture e
[ch,d3] ) / 'pik-char /
> ™
/ chr/ train 'ressha
" tree ki
" trip ryoko
! truck to'rakku /chra/ > [tora ]
_ - true hontd no
" try 'doryoku suru
USA-[r] / chan /or a'ttention chimoku
does not touch. ‘ / shan / / a-'ten-chan /

/chan/ 'question /'kwes-chan/ shitsumon

/shan/ va'cation / ver'kei-shoan/  yasumi
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LETTER  ENGLISH  ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR
NAME SOUND
U u yu:
VvV Vi [v] 'van ban [Vv]=>[b]
" 'vest 'besuto, chokki "
" 'video 'bideo "
/ 'vi-di:- ou /
" 'visa /'vi-za/ 'biza, sasho "
)
[v]is[f], but " vitamin bi'tamin [var] = [bi]
strong with tone. / 'var -ta-man /
| 1\
Wy da-bolyur  [w]  wine 'wain, budoshu
" waist 'uesuto, koshi [w] = stopsat[ u]
X wool 'aru, yomo [wW] = stopsat[ u]
[1]->[ra]
[w] what 'nani
[h] who 'dare
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LETTER ENGLISH ENGLISH ENGLISH WORD J-TRANSLATION ERROR

NAME SOUND
X X eks [ks] ex'cuse benkai
/ 1k-'skyuz /
[gz] ex'act seikaku na
/ 18-'zzekt /
[Z] 'Xxerox zerokkusu
/ 'zir-aks /
Yy wai /y/ vyard 'vado
v L
[z] 'zero 'zero / 'zi:-roo / 2> /'ze-to/
/ 'zi:-ros / or
/ 'zir-ou /

You did
great!
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2 “?f"f Le t's fake a b/"eak/

See ya later!
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